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Melrose High School
Newsletter

“A community of learners building on a tradition of excellence” Issue 8:  6 July 2018

THE SCHOOL CALENDAR

You can access the School calendar at http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar 
Our calendar is always evolving.  Keep up to date by syncing our calendar to your personal device.  Details 
on how to manage this can be found on our website
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/icalendar_sync

TERM 3 DATES
Monday 23 July 2018 - Friday 28 September 2018

Melrose High School 
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSCanberra

Melrose School Library 
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSLibrary

Connect with us and keep up to date with 
what is happening around the school

ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY FACULTY
A very productive and positive end for the Arts and Technology faculties this semester, and we closed with 
an absolutely spectacular evening of celebration.  Thank you to all parents and families who attended and 
supported our Entertainment Night event. The funds raised will help to put on the show next time. It was great 
to watch our students, preform to their best in front of such as supportive and responsive audience. We hope 
to see you all again next time. 

Students will have received their classes for next semester and are ready to embark on new learning 
adventures with their teachers. On offer next semester we have wood and metal technology, fashion and 
design, interior design, industrial design, visual art, dance, drama, music and food technology classes- just 
to name a few!

We will also be welcoming 3 new faces into our faculty. Tim Pike will be joining us in the Woodwork and IT 
space, Haley Van Daly will be joining us in Wood and Design, and Rachel Kane will be joining us in Food 
Technology next semester. We look forward to connecting with all our new families after the break. 
Have a safe and happy winter break- see you next term!

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/icalendar_sync
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSLibrary
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Calendar Updates 
The most recent version of the Melrose Calendar can be found on the Website 
 http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar

Contact details
The school relies on having the most up to date contact details for families to ensure we are able to 
communicate efficiently with you regarding the welbeing of your child. If you have made any changes to your
address, phone numbers and email address in recent months please contact the Front Office on 6142 0700 
or email frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au

Sick Bay
If students are unwell they must go to Sick Bay, with a note from their teacher. The Front Office staff will 
contact parents/carers if needed. The students are NOT to contact parents themselves and then go home. 
If your child contacts you asking if they can go home sick, ask them to get a note from their teacher to go to 
Sick Bay and the Front Office staff will then contact you. Thank you in advance for your support.

Student absences
If your student is absent, due to illness or leave, or needs to attend an appointment during the day, please 
either phone the Rolls Office on 61420703 and leave a message or email the Rolls Office at  rollsoffice@
melrosehs.act.edu.au.  Please remember to include the student’s full name, roll group and reason for absence 
(ie. sick, late or on leave) as well as your contact details.

Online Canteen ordering
Register now.  Go to http://www.flexischools.com.au
Lunches can be ordered online up at 9:30 am on the day they are required.

Lockers
Lockers are available to students at a cost of $30 per year.  Students wanting to hire a locker will need to 
provide a lock with a shaft between 6-8mm.   A key or combination locks are acceptable.  Students need to 
bring their lock, payment and the spare key or the combination to the Finance Office before a locker will be 
allocated.  Students can come to the Finance Office before school or at recess or the first half of lunch time. 

FINANCE - Direct deposits
Direct Deposit payments can be made to the following account: 
Bank:  Westpac
BSB: 032-777
Account Number:  001658
Account name: Melrose High School Management Account

Online Payments facility 
Families now have the option of using the Online Payments facility, provided to the school by Westpac Bank, 
to make secure credit card payments for voluntary contributions, school excursions and events and other 
activities.  Each family will have received information and a card via the post, with student and family key 
details on it.  Please keep this information handy as you will need it each time you access the payments 
facility.  The link to access the payments facility is http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
Payments may still be paid by direct deposit (see information above), or in person at the Finance Office.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
mailto:frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
mailto:rollsoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
mailto:rollsoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
http://www.flexischools.com.au
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
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AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS WEEK 2018

Every year since 2002, Melrose High School has run the popular one-week business simulation event called 
“Australian Business Week” (ABW) for Year 10 students. This year ABW at Melrose High School will be held 
in Week 10 of Term 3 – Monday 24 September to Friday 28 September. 

The ABW program is designed to encourage independent and cooperative learning skills and to develop an 
enterprise mindset prior to entering the workforce or proceeding to further study. It exposes participants to 
the issues of coping with stress and effective time management, both major issues that impact on students 
in the later years of high school and college.

During ABW, Year 10 students are divided into teams of 10 to 12 and spend five days having fun working 
together to:
• Manage a business through a computer simulation;
• Learn from guest speakers from business and the community;
• Develop a new product of their own invention; 
• Create a video and trade display to advertise their product;
• Give an oral and written report of the week’s activities; and
• Interact with business people and teachers as facilitators.
• 
Participation in ABW is worth 10% of each student’s final mark in HaSS for Semester 2.  Students who do 
not complete the program will have to complete an alternative piece of work, a written research assignment.  
While the cost of $65 per student may seem a large amount of money it represents very good value for a 
five-day package. For the money, students have access to a highly refined educational program, trained 
mentors and a computer simulation program. The school pays $54 per student to the ABW organisation for 
use of the program.  The remaining money helps the school buy resources that the students need to make 
their products, film their video ads etc.  Students in previous years report that they found the program to be 
very good value for money and a highlight of their time at Melrose High School.

If any parents or carers have connections with any businesses that may be able to assist the program 
(donations of materials, sponsorship, judges etc.) please contact me on: 6142 0700 or email on:
rachel.mcgann@ed.act.edu.au
We do have strong, ongoing connections with the businesses listed below.

Notes will be given to the Year 10 students in a special presentation first lesson on day one of next term. I 
will also email all parents and carers a copy. It will also be available on the Year 10 Google Classroom page.

Rachel McGann
Executive Teacher and ABW Coordinator

mailto:rachel.mcgann@ed.act.edu.au
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION FACULTY NEWS

World Cup Soccer
In PE for the past three weeks students on all classes have been mixed 
into teams and have participated in World Cup Soccer. This has given 
the students a chance to play and mix with other students and to learn 
the skills involved while competing in a tournament. The students 
have enjoyed this opportunity, and have shown some great skill and 
sportsmanship. 

Outdoor Education
Outdoor Ed students went on a 
three day rock climbing camp  at 
Whiterocks and Thompsons Point. 
The students braved the cold 
conditions and overcame fears 
to have an amazing time with Mr. 
Lukins and Mrs. McAlister. 

TERM 3 Classes
Elective choices for next semester in PE have been sent out and all students have had an opportunity to 
change if required. 
For the first three weeks all students will be participating in the social dance unit. If a students is unable to 
participate for medical or religious reasons please be in touch with the class teacher. 

CAR PARKING AND TRAFFIC ISSUES AROUND SCHOOLS

Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) and the Education Directorate consult regularly about issues 
associated with traffic management around schools as well as parking issues associated with parents and 
carers dropping off and picking up their children. Unfortunately some motorists undertake unsafe, inappropriate 
and risky behavior leading to concerns for the safety of children and increases the likelihood of accidents. In 
addition, some parents are parking illegally around schools.

TCCS request that you take care in school zones and carparks and are reminded that parking inspectors do 
visit school sites and surrounding streets and will book drivers parking illegally.  While schools can become 
congested during the peak times, illegal parking cannot be tolerated as it creates an unsafe environment for 
children. Parents are welcome to park on side streets around schools, but please remember to park legally. 
Infringements for parking on nature strips, footpaths, verges, street corners and near children’s crossings 
start from $114.

If you need to drive, park a little further from the school and walk to meet your child, or arrange a meeting 
point so they can walk to meet you. It’s a great way to avoid congestion and is also one of the most time 
efficient ways to ensure children receive the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity every day.
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EMILY O’BRIEN – YEAR 10 ACHIEVEMENT 

The list of mountain bike activities and event’s Emily has undertaken this year is fairly extensive. Most 
weekends has required a trip away to compete, undertake coaching or just practice. 

Emily has been selected to be part of a Grassroots sponsored team riding for Knolly Bikes from Canada within 
the Aus/NZ part of the team. This has entailed contracts with the factory in Canada, agreements with other 
team sponsors along with two new bikes and a range of gear. As such, Emily now has contract requirements 
to continue representing herself, the sport, her team and sponsors in a positive manner including through 
social media and day to day interactions. The team provides her with an additional level of support through 
a team manager, team mechanic and other team members to ride with at events. Emily also remains as a 
brand ambassador for Endur Apparel, a Canadian company specializing in cool socks and other selected 
clothing items.

So Emily’s year has been filled with:
•        The 2018 National Downhill series commencing at Coffs Harbour 
in January. Emily placed 3rd overall for the series in the Under17 Females 
category for 2018.
•        Emily has been racing the NSW state Downhill series run by Rocky 
Trail Entertainment and the state Superflow or enduro series run by the same 
group. Emily is currently leading the Under 17 Females category in both 
with two wins and a 3rd in the downhill, along with a win and a 2nd in the 
Superflow Series.
•        Additional riding has been at local Canberra races, training at various 
tracks around NSW along with 10 days of riding in Rotorua NZ.
•        For the remainder of the year, Emily’s racing focus will be on the 
National Gravity Enduro Series taking place in Toowoomba, Perth, Canberra 
and Falls Creek, starting mid-July and finishing in November and in October, 
Emily will race the National Gravity Enduro Championships being held at Fox Creek, SA.

INDONESIAN IDOL CONCERT – 15 AUGUST
Indonesian superstar Michael Jakarimilena (Michael J, 
Michael Idol) will be touring Australian schools in August. We 
are very lucky to be hosting the Canberra leg of his tour here 
at Melrose High. Michael rose to stardom after appearing on 
the TV show Indonesian Idol. He has worked on numerous 
projects in recent years, with the president of Indonesia and 
other major stars, to promote national pride among the youth 
of Indonesia.

Michael will perform at Melrose on Wednesday 15 August. All 
songs will be sung in Indonesian and will also be projected on 
screens around the hall. Students of Indonesian, as well as 

background speakers of Indonesian and Malay, are invited to attend Michael’s concert. Other students from 
across the ACT/NSW will also join us for the concert. It is a concert not to be missed!

Talk to Ibu Battaglini or Ibu Agius for permission notes and/or further information. Payment ($15) needs to be 
made to the Front Office by 1 August 2018.
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GIRLS WRITE UP FESTIVAL
On 26 June, 23 budding writers from Melrose had a very early start and 
headed up to Sydney for the Girls Write Up Festival; a festival that looks at the 
relationship between gender and power, and teaches empowerment through 
writing and sharing stories. 

The festival started off by students choosing a workshop to attend, including 
slam poetry, how to pitch to publishers, writing memoirs, and writing from 
place. These workshops gave the students the opportunity to work with award-
winning novelists and poets, who shared their inspiring stories and taught 
our students some of the tricks of the trade.

 After having some lunch and taking some happy snaps by the harbour, we 
went back for our afternoon session.  Here we heard from Jenna Guillaume, 
Editor-at-Large for BuzzFeed Australia, as well as amazing Gunai woman and 
poet, Kirli Saunders, and winner of Queensland Premier’s Young Publishers 
and Writers Award, Michelle Law. These women shared with us their work, 
and then discussed whether or not the body you write from informs your 
writing. 

Before we hopped on the bus home, it was our ‘Ask anything’ time; an opportunity to ask the authors for their 
sage advice on anything from writer’s block, time management, and getting published. 
Thank you to the wonderful group of writers for representing Melrose so well! We’ve loved hearing all your 
stories about the day, and can’t wait to see what you’ll write next!
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2018 Canberra CareersXpo 

You are invited to the 2018 CareersXpo! This year we will be exploring 
the skills and jobs up to and beyond 2030. Come and chat to more than 
80 exhibitors about your future pathway.  

Entry is free and everyone is welcome. 

WHERE:  Exhibition Park in Canberra 
WHEN:  Wednesday 15 August and Thursday 16 August 

 

For more information please contact careers@act.gov.au or 6205 7920. 
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HOMESTAY

This is a unique opportunity to participate in cultural exchange.  
Suitable host families will be reimbursed up to $300 per week.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS STUDYING 
IN CANBERRA HIGH SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES NEED HOST FAMILIES.

For more info and applications, contact the Homestay 
Coordinator, International Education Unit, ACT Education 

Directorate on ieu@act.gov.au or 6205 9194

www.education.act.gov.au
CRISOS Registration Number 00643J      ABN 71506957312


