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Melrose High School
Message Stick

“A community of learners building on a tradition of excellence” Issue 2:   26 February 2021

FROM THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE
It is our great pleasure to welcome our new families and welcome back our existing families to the 2021 
school year. This year, our students had a big start with orientation week activities including school tours for 
our new students, Mental Illness Education ACT sessions, E- Safety presentations, Positive Behaviours for 
Learning lessons, year group meetings, house activities and much, much more. We would like to thank all 
staff for their support in these programs and to the providers who ran these sessions.

We would like to share with you the pledges that students made at their E-Safety presentation.We ask that 
you discuss these at home so that as a community we can work together to achieve these pledges:
• not send inappropriate images
• not engage in online bullying behaviour
• not take photos of people without their consent
• be safer online and increase privacy settings
• use my phone less
• be nicer and more respectful to others
• be safe online
• be responsible on social media
• be mindful of what I post online
• make better passwords.

At this time, we would also like to share an open statement from our School Board. 

The school asks for your assistance in encouraging a cultural spirit, to help keep the school a safe place for 
all, and to actively foster a fun learning culture and health choices in our students lives.

The School Board asks you to join them in the following commitment:
• As a parent in our community, I will stand-up and clearly model the values I want my child to learn, during 

these fast-moving years at high school
• I will guide them to work through situations and pressures that affect them, and help them reach their own 

appropriate solutions
• Encourage them to talk to someone they trust about experiences that concern them, and foster appropriate 

behaviours and communication with other students and staff
• Allow them to express their natural emotions in acceptable ways, through activities and discussions which 

value their feelings, and also to be understanding of other students and teachers feelings and reactions
• I will give my child chances to celebrate personal and school achievements
• I will work with my child and the school to protect all community members from harm, either physical or 

emotional
• I will recognise and value the efforts of teachers, administration and support staff.

We appreciate the consistent support of our school community who do everything they can every day to 
make Melrose High School a safe and respectful place of learning and physical and mental well-being. We 
look forward to seeing you at school events and encourage you to connect with the School Board Members 
by email at:  
Melrose.Board@ed.act.edu.au 

mailto:Melrose.Board@ed.act.edu.au 
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To support our community, we will be re-introducing the Parent Engagement Series, our first one will be 
Wednesday 10 March 2021, 5.30-7.00pm and will focus on community engagement to build skills and 
knowledge in; E-Safety, AFP ThinkUKnow, Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) Update, a focus group to 
explore representation through a new School Logo and lots more. 

All families should have received an introduction email from teachers that include course outlines and a 
welcome to Semester One, 2021. If you would like to contact your child(ren)’s teacher directly please use the 
following: firstname.lastname@ed.act.edu.au

We have some new and returning Executive Teachers this year, please feel free to contact them using the 
email addresses below:

Eddy.Hoek@ed.act.edu.au  – Arts & Technology Executive Teacher
Rachel.Kane@ed.act.edu.au  – HaSS Executive Teacher
Mary.DePoorter@ed.act.edu.au  – English & Language Executive Teacher
Sonja.Marmont@ed.act.edu.au  - Health & Physical Education Teacher
Eleanor.McMillan@ed.act.edu.au  – Learning Support Executive Teacher
Aine.McAuley@ed.act.edu.au  – Maths Executive Teacher
Stephannie.Dormer@ed.act.edu.au  – Science Executive Teacher
Anna.Russell@ed.act.edu.au  – Flexible Learning Executive Teacher
Nathan.Hitchcock@ed.act.edu.au  – Student Engagement Executive Teacher  
Joseph.Lloyd@ed.act.edu.au  – Virtual Learning Academy.

We would also like to introduce our new classroom teachers:
Graham Levi – English Teacher
Raewyn Tuffery – English Teacher
Laura Duffy – English Teacher
Shirley Ke – Chinese Teacher
Adam Seary – Science Teacher
Andrew Murphy – Learning Support Teacher
Jacob Cumming – Physical Education Teacher

Year 7 and new families will have received their Chromebooks by now and it is with massive thanks to 
Stephannie Dormer, Aine McAuley and Daniel Vigliotta that this went as smoothly as it did. It has been very 
pleasing to be in the classrooms with the students all engaging in e-learning. To stay in touch with the on-
line environment we encourage all families to ensure that their email address is up to date and correct and 
to keep an eye out for emails from the school as well as our social media feeds (Facebook & Twitter) and 
website.

Melrose High School has once again been a popular choice for families to enrol their students, which has 
seen a big increase in enrolment numbers. We would like to thank everyone for their patience whilst we 
sort through correct class allocations, we have tried to streamline processes so that there are limited class 
changes and disruptions. The process for electives started in Term Four, 2020, Year 9 and 10 students 
chose two electives and a PE class as well as listing five reserve classes. In Week Nine, Term Four, 2020 all 
students received their electives so that changes could be made in preparation for the following school year. 
As of 2021 changes will only be made for social and emotional wellbeing reasons and/or health conditions. 
We will continue to keep you updated on these processes and new opportunities. The Elective Handbook 
can be accessed from our school website here

Over the school holiday break and the beginning of term we have had some upgrades and maintenance 
repairs completed, which have included:
1. Toilet Transformation – stage one of the focus on addressing students concerns regarding the toilets – 

both male and female toilets received a deep clean and the Boy’s Toilets have had an art installation by 

mailto:Eddy.Hoek@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Rachel.Kane@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Mary.DePoorter@ed.act.edu.au 
mailto:Sonja.Marmont@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Eleanor.McMillan@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Aine.McAuley@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Stephannie.Dormer@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Anna.Russell@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Nathan.Hitchcock@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Joseph.Lloyd@ed.act.edu.au
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/melrosehighschoolelectives/home
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/melrosehighschoolelectives/home 
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Simon Vaughan
Principal

simon.vaughan@ed.act.edu.au

Shannon Carnovale
Deputy Principal

shannon.carnovale@ed.act.edu.au

Ryan Kay
Deputy Principal

ryan.kay@ed.act.edu.au

street artist Jayben Masters bringing some colour to the space. 
2. The Youth Crate has been brought to life with street art by Jayben Masters. 
3. Two new water stations have been installed to make refilling water bottles even easier for students. One 

near the canteen and another outside the science building. These water stations were gifted to the school 
by the fundraising efforts of Year 10 students in 2019 and 2020. The school now has 4 water stations 
around the site.  

4. Repairs to the soccer court fence and goals were completed.
5. Paining and maintenance were completed to start off the 2021 year. 
6. Moving and updating a number of classrooms and staffrooms to accommodate the new electives starting 

2021.

We look forward to working with you throughout the year to support our students, together as a community 
we will get the best outcomes for our students. 

mailto:simon.vaughan%40ed.act.edu.au?subject=
mailto:shannon.carnovale%40ed.act.edu.au?subject=
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Calendar Updates 
The most recent version of the Melrose Calendar can be found on the Website 
 http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar

Contact details
The school relies on having the most up to date contact details for families to ensure we are able to 
communicate efficiently with you regarding the wellbeing of your child. If you have made any changes to your
address, phone numbers and email address in recent months please contact the Front Office on 6142 0700 
or email frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au

Sick Bay
If students are unwell they must go to Sick Bay, with a note from their teacher. The Front Office staff will 
contact parents/carers if needed. The students are NOT to contact parents themselves and then go home. 
If your child contacts you asking if they can go home sick, ask them to get a note from their teacher to go to 
Sick Bay and the Front Office staff will then contact you. Thank you in advance for your support.

Student absences
If your student is absent, due to illness or leave, or needs to attend an appointment during the day, please 
either phone the Rolls Office on 6142 0703 and leave a message or email the Rolls Office at  rollsoffice@
melrosehs.act.edu.au.  Please remember to include the student’s full name, roll group and reason for absence 
(ie. sick, late or on leave) as well as your contact details.

Online Canteen ordering
Register now.  Go to http://www.flexischools.com.au
Lunches can be ordered online up to 9:30 am on the day they are required.

Lockers
Lockers are available to students at a cost of $30 per year.  Students wanting to hire a locker will need to 
provide a lock with a shaft between 6-8mm.   Key or combination locks are acceptable.  Students need to 
bring their lock, payment and the spare key or the combination to the Finance Office before a locker will be 
allocated.  Students can come to the Finance Office before school, at recess or the first half of lunch time. 

FINANCE 
In an attempt to ensure security around payment of monies to the school for camps, excursions, programs 
and voluntary contributions, we would like to encourage payments to be made via Quickweb, the secure 
online payment portal. 
Below is an explanation of the payment options available.
1. Online payments are the preferred method of payment. Payments are made via the School Website to a 

secure Westpac Bank site, called “Quickweb” http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
2. Instructions can be found on the Payments TAB simply complete the fields with as much detail as possible, 

including the Fee Code which will be advised on the notes requesting payments.
3. All payments can be made using Quickweb, using a debit or credit card. Westpac will provide you with a 

receipt which you can email to melrose.finance@ed.act.edu.au
4. Payments can still be made in person at the Front Office with cash, cheque, EFTPOS, or a deposit direct 

into the Melrose High School Bank account  BSB 032777,  Account - 001658. If paying by direct deposit 
an email to the school financial section would be appreciated at melrose.finance@ed.act.edu.au 

 
For all payments, please ensure you include:
• Student Key ; Family Key ; Fee Code
 
For any enquiries regarding payments please contact the Finance Officer on 6142 0704. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
mailto:frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
mailto:rollsoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
mailto:rollsoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
http://www.flexischools.com.au
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
mailto:melrose.finance@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:melrose.finance@ed.act.edu.au
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MELROSE HIGH SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

During the nomination period, we received no nominations for a Community Member therefore the position 
will be filled by an additional Parent/Carer Representative.  We have three nominations for two Parent/Carer 
positions therefore requiring an election.
The election will open at 11am on Monday, 1 March 2021 and close at 11 am on Monday, 8 March 2021.  
Ballot papers can be picked up from the Front Reception and must be returned to the secured box by the 
close of voting.  Please make sure you read all instructions included with the ballot paper to ensure your vote 
is valid.

Below is a brief statement from each candidate.

Ros Lockley
I am trained in law but have a passion for community so work as a mediator, volunteer as a breastfeeding 
counsellor and educator, and have volunteered in many positions for the Australian Breastfeeding Association 
and my children’s schools including leadership roles such as the P&C President. I want to join the Melrose 
school board to promote parental involvement for all parents, particularly those who, like me, work and can’t 
be as involved as they would like but are still committed to their child/ren’s education and school. Initiatives 
I would like to propose include an online second-hand uniform shop (for environmental and cost benefits) 
and a P&C Facebook group (without the volunteering and fund raising but with the social and educational 
benefits).  
I hope to be able to put these and other initiatives into place for the MHS community.

Richard Perry
I am the father of two boys in years 9 and 7 at Melrose. I invite you to support my candidature for the 
school’s board. I have nominated because I want to ensure the school’s governance supports its mission of 
helping our young people to grow and achieve. I believe in the right of all children to receive a high quality, 
comprehensive education, in an environment that is fun, safe and inclusive, and that is respectful of their 
individual needs and circumstances. My broad professional background (including as an economic analyst, 
innovator and negotiator) equips me to be an effective board member. My ‘life experience’ (including as a 
backpacker, farm labourer and Scouts leader) has taught me that everyone has inherent value and no one 
should be left behind. I encourage you to vote for me, Richard Perry, as your representative on the school 
board.

Dr Amanda Walsh
I have two children at Melrose High School (in Years 9 and 8), and a third child in primary school. I have a 
long-standing interest in education, and I’ve been lucky enough to work in education policy (higher ed and 
early childhood education) for the last five years. I’m a board member at ACT Playgroups and I used to sit 
on the board of Lyons Early Childhood School. At Melrose, I’d like to contribute a keen eye for strategy and 
a strong commitment to ensuring that all children (especially those who don’t fit the mould) have a great 
experience at school.

If you have any questions please email the Assistant Returning Officer at ruth.mahon@ed.act.edu.au

mailto:ruth.mahon@ed.act.edu.au
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FROM THE ARTS/TECH TEAM
ACE DANCE
The ACE Dance class had the opportunity to work with Jake Kuzma, a professional dance artist from our 
community. Thank you to AusDance ACT for making this possible. Over the year, ACE Dance will have the 
chance to work with various professional dancers from our surrounding community to explore movement 
through in class workshops and through the development of performance routines in preparation for our 
upcoming showcases. We look forward to sharing what we have been working on at Entertainment Night at
the end of this semester. 

DRAMA
There’s been focus, creatively, and fun stirring in the Drama Room these past three weeks.Year 7 have been 
exploring status sand character, Year 8 have been creating tension through sound, Year 9/10 have been 
exploring mood and atmosphere in a performance, and ACE drama have been studying Greek Theatre. Our 
Year 9/10 students are looking forward to sharing performances with our community later in the semester at 
Entertainment Night. 
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DIGITAL MEDIA DESIGN
Digital Media Design students are off to a strong start to the term, learning new skills in Adobe Photoshop. 
They have already completed their first fun activity, creating a Hybrid Animal of their choice. Which were 
playful and creative.  Next up we will be exploring Illustration techniques using Adobe Illustrator.

METAL DESIGN
Year 9/10 Metal Design and ACE classes have started the year off by making a bottle opener so that I can 
assess the knowledge and skills they already have and build on the skills that are missing. These are some 
of their designs ready for sanding to finish them. They are also designing what sort of nut and bolt people and 
animals they will be making this semester. Year 9/10 ACE have a theme of transport and past students have 
made things like aeroplanes, trucks, cars etc.
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WOOD DESIGN
Year 7 Wood Design classes have started the year by designing and starting to make their LED display signs. 
These are photos of some of the students busy at work and an example of a finished piece of work from last 
year.

VISUAL ART
Visual art students are learning techniques and 
processes through experimentation and research to 
build their understanding of the elements of art. 
Year 7 are exploring colour and shape while Year 8 
are developing tonal drawing skills. There is also a 
collaborative project coming up for Year 8s making 
animal masks for the Year 8 drama class performances. 
Year 9/10 sculpture have been introduced to 
significant sculpture artists and experimented with 
various sculptural media before they move into their 
first ceramic task. 
Year 9/10 painting are getting their hands dirty building 
their understanding of colour theory, understanding 
different paint media and developing strong 
observational drawing skills in preparation for their first 
painting work.
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT UPDATE
In Student Engagement we have had a great start to the year. There has been lots of positive behaviours on 
display and MVPs to reward. Students have been focusing on 4 behaviour expectations from our behaviour 
matrix. These are:

1. We do our personal best (All settings)
2. We have positive interactions (All settings)
3. We walk on the left (corridors)
4. We line up (corridors)

For weeks 4-7 we will have a focus on a tricky one for our community of learners amongst two others. Please 
have a discussion at home with your child regarding the focus for the next 3 weeks. Our focus will be:

1. We use our devices responsibly (All settings)
2. We care for our school and property (All settings)
3. We put rubbish in the correct bins (All settings)

In considering the above expected behaviours, we ask for your help from home. 

If you need to contact your child during the day, please wait until recess or lunch times or get a message to 
them via our Front Office. Calling them or SMSing them in class time creates issues for them as it interrupts 
teaching and learning. 

Treating our belongings with care is paramount. We must be kind to our Chromebooks, our school equipment 
and the environment. We care for our school and property. 

We have seen a spike in litter on our ovals and courts. These areas are actually classrooms and we must 
treat them well for all our community to share. 

Energy Drinks

We have been seeing a small spike in the consumption of energy drinks. Drinks like Mother and Red Bull are 
not to be consumed at MHS as they contain caffeine and plenty of sugar. Did you know that the 4g of sugar is 
equivalent to approximately 1 x teaspoon of sugar? With this in mind a sit down conversation is encouraged 
if your child is consuming energy drinks. See this resource for a great talking point 
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/sugar-drinks-toc~sugar-drinks-3-
fact-sheets~sugar-drinks-factsheet-3-3-sugar-what-drink

ASBAs (Australian School Based Apprenticeships) 

It has been great to see students hoping to access learning via an ASBA. There are some amazing opportunities 
out there for our students at Melrose High School to engage in and we encourage that students come and talk 
to us if they would like to explore these options.

Online Raising Girls Talk – Steve Biddulph

We would like to recommend that parents of Melrose Girls consider attending an online event run by Steve 
Biddulph, Raising Girls. Details are below: 
Watch Steve’s world famous talk - filmed before the virus arrived - with a live audience. Covering girls of ALL 
AGES, this powerful, funny and moving talk will help you raise your daughter to be wise, warm, and strong. 
The five stages of girlhood. the importance of dads. The special role of aunties. How to avoid her growing up 
too fast, and much more besides. An unforgettable night. NOW YOU CAN SEE IT AT HOME with this special 
event.

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/sugar-drinks-toc~sugar-drinks-3-fact-sheets~sugar-drinks-factsheet-3-3-sugar-what-drink
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/sugar-drinks-toc~sugar-drinks-3-fact-sheets~sugar-drinks-factsheet-3-3-sugar-what-drink
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/sugar-drinks-toc~sugar-drinks-3-fact-sheets~sugar-drinks-factsheet-3-3-sugar-what-drink 
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VLA NEWSLETTER
This Term, Melrose High School (MHS) has been piloting an exciting new learning program for students, the 
Virtual Learning Academy (VLA).  The VLA is a blend of face-to-face learning facilitated via the WabiSabi 
Virtual Learning Platform and on-line learning conducted via remote access to MHS. Given the turbulence 
of 2020 and the on-going impacts from COVID-19, the need for a ‘virtual stream’ for education became 
apparent on not only a local, but a global scale. Education took a number of key lessons from the time spent 
during lock-down and from feedback from student’s and family’s experiences during those times. As an aside 
to COVID, MHS’s constant engagement with community and families with regards to the learning needs of 
young people demonstrated an emerging need from select groups of students to be able to access online 
learning that was personalised to their needs within a safe and supported environment. The VLA is one of 
the products that has emerged from these experiences and feedback, and MHS is excited to launch a pilot 
program that at its core promotes wellbeing and academic success  whilst providing ‘voice and choice’ to its 
enrolled students. The VLA also aligns itself with the Strategic Plan (2018-2021) of the ACT ETD by focussing 
on “future focussed, innovative learning where students love to learn” and by ensuring that “each student has 
a personalised and meaningful education”.

Within the VLA pilot, students have an opportunity to work collaboratively with the VLA Executive Teacher to 
design a learning program and timetable that best supports their engagement with learning and is conducive 
to maximining educational engagement and support. Within the VLA each student is encouraged to develop 
their own learning portfolio, personalised to areas of interest, which is built via the WabiSabi platform. The 
VLA and WabiSabi allows for families to have access to student learning and portfolios and provides simplified 
and clear channels of communication between school and home. Utilising the WabiSabi platform also 
allows students to access learning in varying contexts, be it school based, within community programs (ie. 
Messengers Program) or other extra-curricular engagement, allowing MHS students the chance to explore 
learning in an authentic context. 

For more information regarding the VLA, please feel free to contact Joe Lloyd (Executive Teacher VLA) at 
joseph.lloyd@ed.act.edu.au

When: On Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 8:00 PM to 9:30 PM
Cost: $16.00
Book Tickets: at this link: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=702200&

Podcast – From Boys to Men, Maggie Dent

We would like to share a great ABC Conversation podcast with Maggie Dent, From Boys to Men. We suggest 
parents of MHS Boys spend some time to listen to Maggie and her suggestions. 
Maggie Dent grew up in the country and she always felt she ‘spoke bloke’.
As a high school teacher and a family counsellor, she discovered she had a real affinity for teenage boys, and 
understood how to communicate with them.
It helped that she was also the mother of four sons.
In her conversations with parents she often found they were bewildered by their teenage sons.
They said it was as though an alien had landed in their family and their sweet boy had been replaced by an 
unpredictable and sometimes monosyllabic human.
But Maggie says we often don’t realise how vulnerable teenage boys are as they grow into adulthood.
She believes if parents learn about some of the ways the brain changes during adolescence, it can make for 
much better ways to communicate.
When: On demand. Use the link below.
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/conversations/maggie-dent-teenage-boys-helping-teenage-boys-
communication/12616906
Cost: FREE
Book Tickets: No need to book. 

mailto:joseph.lloyd@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=702200& 
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PE NEWS
Year 8 Cricket
As part of the Sporting Schools grants program all Year 8 PE classes will be participating in 4 sessions of 
Cricket under the guidance of players from Cricket NSW.  The first group of classes on C and D line have 
participated with energy and enthusiasm, learning new skills and demonstrating great teamwork.   

Swimming Carnival
We arrived at Queanbeyan pool and the temperature was close to 14 degrees. This was not what we were 
hoping for. 
Students arrived at the pool in a sea of house colours. At first, they underwent swim tests in their roll group. 
They showed all staff that our PBL focus of lining up has worked very well to ensure that we have an organised 
structure for things like assemblies, swim tests and bus boarding. It helped a great deal. 

We had so many students and teachers entering events. The Year 10 students and House Captains really 
led by example. With races all run by 12.30pm students had an hour and a half of free swimming. This gave 
them all a chance to have fun with their friends and teachers. 

Results of the carnival will be announced at the next assembly.
 
Highlights
• Mr Cumming announcing and trivia contest
• House Chants
• Free time
• Hot chips
• And Mr Lloyds mullet
• Mrs Marmont winning the 100m freestyle against Year 10 boys and girls 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
I have a dream that when my student goes to this school, that they know they will have fun that day, learning 
new things and be inspired, by teachers and each other, and in a safe and healthy environment.

Our school is that place already for many students, and can be that place for all students, no matter what 
their situation.
 
I encourage you to review the school strategies and objectives when you can, and let your board parent reps 
know of any concerns or comments at all that would support improvements in our strategic direction.
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LANGUAGES NEWS
The Languages faculty welcomes some new faces this year! Graham 
Levi and Laura Duffy joined us teaching English, and Shirley Ke will be 
teaching Mandarin.
 
Year 7 English
Year 7 English has had an exciting start to the year! We are currently 
studying Text Types and Life Stories and developing our understanding 
of the different purpose, audience, and features for different types of text.
Year 7 has also been enjoying First Chapter Friday! Our Teacher 
Librarian, Hannah Brickhill, and Year 7 teachers introduced a choice of 
books and read aloud the first chapter. This occurs in English classes 
each fortnight to expose students to a wide range of different books and 
promote enjoyment of reading. 

ORANGUTAN UPDATE
For the past four years, students in Indonesian classes 
(with the support of the wider Melrose Community) have 
sponsored five orangutans so that they can be rehabilitated 
and return to living in the wilds of Indonesia.
We would like to introduce you to Crystal the newest of our 
orangutans. Crystal arrived at the OFI centre at the end of 
2019 and is one of the youngest orangutans at the centre. 
The addition of Crystal to the Melrose family is bittersweet, 
as sadly another of our sponsored orangutans, Hockey, 
passed away in January after a short illness. Hockey who 
suffered from paralysis down her left side, due to a stroke 
before she arrived at the centre, had lived at the OFI for the 
past fourteen years. Staff kept her entertained with daily 
massages, wheelbarrow rides through the forest, mobiles 
blowing in the breeze and music therapy. With Hockey’s 
passing, our sponsorship has now been passed on to care 
for Crystal.

Rebecca Battaglini
Indonesian Teacher 
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NAPLAN 2021
All Year 7 and 9 students will be sitting NAPLAN tests this year online, this includes a practice test this term 
and four NAPLAN tests next term. Census was completed earlier this week. Once the data is verified, we will 
be sending out letters regarding reasonable adjustments and exemptions according to the NCCD and EAL/D 
guidelines. Please email Stephannie Dormer if you would like to withdraw your child from NAPLAN testing 
or your child may need reasonable adjustments made to the 
test and may not be identified through census. 

The dates are as follows:
Thursday 25 March Practice Test
Tuesday 11 May Reading Test 
Wednesday 12 May Writing Test / Reading Catch Up Tests
Thursday 13 May Conventions of Language Test
Friday 14 May             Numeracy Test
Monday 17 May          Catch-Up Tests

Further Information:
If you would like further information or have any questions regarding NAPLAN please email Stephannie 
Dormer at Stephannie.Dormer@ed.act.edu.au

YEAR 10 PEER SUPPORT 
TRAINING DAY

On Thursday 11 February, 2021, 58 Year 10 Peer 
Support leaders and 2 teachers trekked out to Birrigai 
to enjoy a day of Sun and Fun! On our arrival we were 
greeted by the ever amazing Mr Lukins (who is dearly 
missed by all Melrose students) and numerous Birrigai 
staff that would spend the day challenging the students 
and helping them to develop skills that would be needed 
in their roles as Peer Support Leaders. All the students 
worked collaboratively to support each other as they 
worked through some frustrations and problems that 
were encountered in the task. I would like to thank Ms 
McAlister for coming with us and all the amazing Year 
10 support leaders for being the perfect people you are!
Ms Leiper

mailto:Stephannie.Dormer@ed.act.edu.au
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School of Mathematics 
and Statistics

2021  RESEARCH 
COMPETITION
B E  A  M AT H E M AT I C I A N
Work in a team, or on your own, to research into a given project. 
Unleash your creativity and your problem solving skills!

Senior - Years 10 to 12 
Intermediate - Years 7 to 9
Junior - Years 5 to 6

WIN UP TO 
$1500

For more information contact: 
ms-outreach@ms.unimelb.edu.au

MATHS COMPETITIONS
The Melbourne University is currently offering a number of 
extra-curricular opportunities designed to extend students’ 
mathematical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Mathematics and Statistics Research Competition: 
Students will work either individually or in a small team 
and use methods used by mathematical researchers to 
investigate an open-ended problem. The competition is 
open to all Australian students in years 5 – 12, with the 
winning teams in each age group win up to $1500. For 
more information and to register your interest, head to
https://ms.unimelb.edu.au/engage/mathematics-and-
statistics-research-competition 
Micro Mathematics is a free extension program aimed 
at advanced Y5/6, Y7/8 and Y9/10 students who love 
mathematics. The afterschool program will be run using 
a virtual environment (Zoom and Google Classroom) 
by passionate Teachers and Mathematicians who 
are members of the Outreach Team in the School of 
Mathematics & Statistics at the University of Melbourne. 
For more information, including access to the admission 
test, please head to https://ms.unimelb.edu.au/engage/
micro-mathematicians .
If you would like to discuss these programs, or other 
Maths extension opportunities, please contact  Aine 
McAuley, Executive Teacher of Maths & IT, Differentiation 
and Gifted & Talented (Aine.McAuley@ed.act.edu.au).

2021 YOUNG CANBERRAN - CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS
Due 1 March 2021

Do you know an outstanding young Canberran? Nominate them now for a 2021 Young Canberran Citizen of 
the Year Award, celebrating young people aged 12 to 25 years. The awards recognise individuals and groups 
who have made a significant contribution through personal endeavours or who have actively been involved 
in the ACT community.
Winners will be announced at an event to mark ACT Youth Week celebrations from 22 March to 1 April 2021. 
Nominations close on Monday 1 March 2021. Nominate now.

Maths@Melrose
Maths classes are off to a flying start in 2021. From Year 7’s who are revisiting some of their primary school 
work, through to the Year 10 ACE class who are learning about surds, everybody is engaged in their learning. 
After a few days of confusion Year 7’s received their chromebooks, and they are now using them for all 
manner of classwork. As well, in the coming days Year 7 students will participate in COGAT testing. This 
will allow us to better cater for the wise range of learning abilities and prior knowledge in the cohort.A lot of 
important information is distributed and collected through google classroom. Please make sure that your 
child knows their codes, and that they regularly check their google classroom.

https://ms.unimelb.edu.au/engage/mathematics-and-statistics-research-competition
https://ms.unimelb.edu.au/engage/mathematics-and-statistics-research-competition
mailto:Aine.McAuley@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/youth/young-canberra-citizen-of-the-year-award/young-canberra-citizen-of-the-year-award-guidelines


http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au Marr St, Pearce ACT 2607
P: 6142 0700

15

HASS - YEAR 7
In Year 7 History we have been having some very 
fun and exciting lessons discovering what it means 
to be a historian and thinking about the theory of 
evolution and how we can find out facts about the 
past.
During one lesson the students dissected poos from 
the past and used clues to work out what era the 
poos belonged to. It was a fun hands on discovery 
task. This week Year 7’s came to class to discover 
there was a body in their classroom and they had to 
discover what had happened to it! We are looking 
at how bodies have been preserved by time and 
how as historians we can ask good questions to 
find out answers.

HASS - YEAR 8
In Year 8 History we have been looking at the history 
of the Middle Ages and important societies during 
this period. A few of our fantastic Year 8 classes have 
been looking at the art of the Middle Ages and the 
following Renaissance period.
To gain an understanding of the changes during these 
times, the classes have worked together to create 
large artworks in the style of each period. Here you 
can see the incredible result, Great work Year 8!

SCIENCE NEWS
The Year 7 students are learning about science enquiry skills this term. They 
have been studying introduction to measurement and getting prepared to start 
their unit on chemistry. The Year 7 teachers have been sharing their passion for 
science as they introduce the students to observation techniques, correct use 
of equipment and the all-important Bunsen burner. By developing their enquiry 
skills, the Year 7 students are building the foundation of their future in science.

Year 9 students have been studying the nervous system and testing their 
reflexes and reaction time. To finish the unit, they studied the internal structures 
of a sheep’s brain.

This term Year 10 are studying genetics and inheritance.  The ACE science 
students consolidated their learning about DNA structure by making a model. 
General Year 10 science students extracted DNA from strawberries.

In Medical science the students 
have been learning about health 
related to blood and circulation. 
The students measured their 
blood pressure and heart rate under various conditions to 
determine how they are affected. They also had a chance to 
practice the lifesaving methods of chest compressions.  It was 
hard work but great to know how to do this!
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SUSTAINABILITY NEWS
Recycling
Year 10 sustainability students, Sienna and Emma, gave a presentation at assembly on how to #RecycleRight 
at school. Currently the yellow bin contamination is 5x higher than what is acceptable for collection, making 
a huge job for the sustainability students who must go through it all! The culprits are food scraps, containers 
with liquid, soft plastics and single-use plastic cutlery. The key messages from the presentation were “Check 
it! Before you chuck it” and “When in doubt, throw it out!”

Op-Shop is open
The Op-Shop run by the Sustainability Crew will be 
open at the 2nd half of lunch on Thursday 4 and Friday 
5 March 2021. It’s the last chance for students to 
purchase the current spring/summer clothing before 
it is rotated for the autumn/winter clothing. This is a 
partnership with Koomarri, where all proceeds help 
support people with disabilities in the community. 
Students can make conscious clothing choices and 
understand the negative impacts of fast fashion on the 
environment and wider society. Formal dresses and 
suits are priced $5 to $10, casual wear, shoes and 
accessories range from $1 to $5.

Schools Clean Up Day
As part of Clean Up Australia, Melrose High is taking part in the Schools Clean Up on Friday 5 March 2021. 
Clean Up Australia has evolved into an organisation that works with community, government and businesses 
to provide practical solutions to help us all live more sustainably every day of the year. Today their focus is as 
much on preventing rubbish entering our environment as it is removing what has already accumulated. How 
will you Step Up? Share your pledge using #CleanUpAustralia #StepUpToCleanUp
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DROPPING OR PICKING YOUR KIDS UP FROM SCHOOL?
Parents and carers – please keep our kids safe by parking 
safely and legally around schools especially at school 
drop offs and pick ups.
It’s illegal and not OK to double park or park across 
pedestrian crossings, corners or nature strips as this 
reduces pedestrian visibility and blocks the ability for kids 
to see the road clearly.  The consequences can be fatal.
You can also expect to be fined for parking in no stopping 
zones, bus zones, or in front of driveways.
For drop offs in the morning, why not park a little further 
away from the school and walk with your kids the rest of 
the way?
For pick ups at the end of the school day, have a pre-
determined meeting spot that’s nearby. This helps if you’re running late so your kids know where to wait and 
you don’t need to rush.
Walking part of the way to school is also a simple way to reduce congestion and increase safety around 
schools. Part way points help make the school drop off and collection run easier and faster for parents and 
reduces congestion at the school gate. For more options on getting your kids to and from school visit 
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-toolkit
Access Canberra inspectors including License Plate Recognition vans will be on patrol, so let’s work together 
to keep our kids safe.
For more safety tips visit https://youtu.be/AslMVXpA9Zc 

GIRLS’ PROGRAMMING NETWORK
The Australian Signals Directorate is happy to announce that we are again sponsoring a Girls’ Programming 
Network (GPN) event to be held on Sunday 21 March 2021. 
What is GPN?
• The Girls’ Programming Network is a workshop series aimed at girls in Year 4-12. 
• The GPN is a community of women and girls who are interested in computer science, programming and 

information technology.
• Workshops are run by GPN tutors - local women studying or working in IT in industry, academia and 

government, are topic based and tutors teach the girls how to solve fun programming projects. There is 
also food to eat, friends to make and other fun activities to be had!

• ASD has had a long-standing relationship with the Girls’ Programming Network and supports the Canberra 
node of this fantastic program. 

• The workshops are free and no prior coding experience is necessary!

Applications for the Girls’ Programming Network event will open on Monday 1 March 2021 at 6pm via https://
canberragpn.github.io/

Please note: applications are open for a 24-hour period ONLY - This is a highly sought after event and places 
fill up fast!!

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-toolkit
https://youtu.be/AslMVXpA9Zc
https://canberragpn.github.io/
https://canberragpn.github.io/
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Parent/Carers Free Assistive Technology Webinar 
 

Literacy Accessibility Tool 
Boost reading and writing confidence 

Read & Write for Google Chrome (RW4G) 
 

Join us for 1hr Webinar on Introduction to Read & Write for Google Chrome 
  

Tuesday 23rd March 2021 3.30-4.30pm 
 

Read & Write for Google Chrome (RW4G) offers support for Google Docs and the web and is especially 
beneficial for students with literacy needs. It offers a range of powerful support tools to assist students 
to gain confidence with reading, writing, studying and research. RW4G is available free for all students in 
ACT Public Schools. Students can access the tool online at school and home.  The licence has been 
extended for the next 3 years.  

This one-hour webinar will provide an introduction to how Read&Write can: 

1. Support reading and access to the curriculum. 
2. Supporting readers with text to speech, dictionary and vocabulary tools, study tools, annotation 

tools and more. 
3. Support writing and the ability to demonstrate understanding. 
4. Supporting writers via word prediction, voice notes, speech recognition, vocabulary support, 

research skills and more.  

Webinar Registration 
 
Click on link to register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5520571330025777421 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
NOTE:  If you are unable to attend, please still register to gain access to the recorded live webinar 

 
 
RW4G Videos 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvSZbmGbKpCTkk3S93CXtQWNf50f_Ow3D&disable_polymer=true 

 
https://www.texthelp.com/en-au/products/read-write/read-write-for-google/ 
 
Further information contact michelle.vanpuyvelde@act.gov.au 


