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Melrose High School
Newsletter

“A community of learners building on a tradition of excellence” Issue 12:  28 September 2018

PEER SUPPORT

Year 9 students have spent the 
last three days training in Peer 
Support. Students have been 
involved in activities that focus on 
team building, communication and 
leadership. From this the students 
can then apply to be Peer Support 
Leaders for next year. 

Dear parents, carers and students,

My name is Rochelle Yip and I am in Year 9 at Melrose. In English, I have an assignment where I am asked 
the question “how can we change the world?” and for my assignment, I have decided to put up a donation 
box for the dogs at ACT Rescue & Foster. The box will be placed at the front foyer at the beginning of Term 
Four to collect donations of dry dog food, dog toys, collars and leads. The donation box will be available for 
four weeks . please bring in any donations that you have! 

Kind regards,
Rochelle Yip

STEM SELLS

STEM Sells is a STEM project were 
students work on real life problems. 
Rosie Wanis developed the idea for 
‘Safe Headphones’. During this project 
student learn about CAD, 3D printing 
and project prototyping.

What are the ‘Safe Headphones’?
Normal headphones allow your ears to be exposed to 
decibels that are harmful. ‘Safe Headphones’ are programmed to measure and accumulate the decibels 
going in from the input and once it reaches the maximum decibels for safe hearing, a relay on the circuit 
turns on and stops the signal from reaching the output which stops the music. However, you can put the 
music back on by replaying it at a safe level.



http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au Marr St, Pearce ACT 2607
P: 6142 0700

2

Calendar Updates 
The most recent version of the Melrose Calendar can be found on the Website 
 http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar

Contact details
The school relies on having the most up to date contact details for families to ensure we are able to 
communicate efficiently with you regarding the welbeing of your child. If you have made any changes to your
address, phone numbers and email address in recent months please contact the Front Office on 6142 0700 
or email frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au

Sick Bay
If students are unwell they must go to Sick Bay, with a note from their teacher. The Front Office staff will 
contact parents/carers if needed. The students are NOT to contact parents themselves and then go home. 
If your child contacts you asking if they can go home sick, ask them to get a note from their teacher to go to 
Sick Bay and the Front Office staff will then contact you. Thank you in advance for your support.

Student absences
If your student is absent, due to illness or leave, or needs to attend an appointment during the day, please 
either phone the Rolls Office on 61420703 and leave a message or email the Rolls Office at  rollsoffice@
melrosehs.act.edu.au.  Please remember to include the student’s full name, roll group and reason for absence 
(ie. sick, late or on leave) as well as your contact details.

Online Canteen ordering
Register now.  Go to http://www.flexischools.com.au
Lunches can be ordered online up at 9:30 am on the day they are required.

Lockers
Lockers are available to students at a cost of $30 per year.  Students wanting to hire a locker will need to 
provide a lock with a shaft between 6-8mm.   A key or combination locks are acceptable.  Students need to 
bring their lock, payment and the spare key or the combination to the Finance Office before a locker will be 
allocated.  Students can come to the Finance Office before school or at recess or the first half of lunch time. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

FINANCE - Direct deposits
Direct Deposit payments can be made to the 
following account: 
Bank:  Westpac
BSB: 032-777
Account Number:  001658
Account Name: Melrose High School Management 
Account

Online Payments facility 
Families now have the option of using the Online 
Payments facility, provided to the school by Westpac 
Bank, to make secure credit card payments for 
voluntary contributions, school excursions and events 
and other activities.  The link to access the payments 
facility is http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
Payments may still be paid by direct deposit (see 
information above), or in person at the Finance Office.

Melrose High School 
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSCanberra

Melrose School Library 
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSLibrary

Connect with us and keep up to date with what is happening around the school

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
mailto:frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
mailto:rollsoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
mailto:rollsoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
http://www.flexischools.com.au
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSCanberra
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseHSLibrary
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YEAR 7&8 EAL/D EXCURSION TO THE 
 NATIONAL GALLERY

Year 7 and 8 EAL/D students and Mrs Holder went to the National 
Art Gallery, earlier this term.They went there to write a descriptive 
response to an artwork of their choice.

Here are some of their thoughts on the day:
Haruka: I really enjoyed going to the National Art Gallery. One of the 
things that I really liked about the Art Gallery was the tour lady called 
Tess. I really liked how  Tess described each and every artwork. It 
was very heartwarming. Apart from the tour lady, I also really liked the 
artworks. Every single one of them had a different meaning and it was 
really nice to just imagine what they meant. It was such a special day 
and I would love to go again in the future.  
Artura:I really liked the tour guide because she was very helpful and 
explained things really clear and I understood everything she said. I 
liked all the artwork and I learned a lot about art. I had lots of fun. 
Jiaqi: I liked that trip because I saw many good artworks in the Art 
Gallery.
Ikmal: I give the trip 6/10, because I don’t really like art but I liked to 
go to excursion because I like to do something different to school.
Aye Le Ya Paw: I really liked the excursion because there were a 
lot of artworks from different countries  and I would like to go again. I 
really had fun there.  
Sonam: The tour was really fun and I learned many things in the art 
gallery. It was also fun to spend  some time with my classmates. I 
really liked the excursion to the art gallery.
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BOOK WEEK 2018

We celebrated Book Week in style 
this year with many students and staff 
dressing up as their favourite book 
characters. The theme for this year 
was Find Your Treasure and we were 
led well by Pirate Captain Brickhill 
who organised several challenges 
for us throughout the week including 
a quiz, a scavenger hunt and more. 
Thanks to everyone who dressed up!

DANCE FESTIVAL 2018
On Friday 21 September, 50 Year 9 & 10 Dance students met 
at the Canberra Theatre for what would be a long, exhausting 
and fun day of Dance. The students started their day with their 
technical rehearsal and an introduction to the theatre. After 
a quick lunch break, students had the chance to watch the 
other school performances and do a dress rehearsal of their 
own routine. After months of rehearsal (that started back in 
Week 3 on Dance Camp!) the Melrose dance students were 
outstanding on stage. Their performance was entertaining 
and had a clear message for the audience. Congratulations to every student who was 
involved in Dance Festival 2018, from the choreographers to the costume makers. 
Enjoy your break!

COMING IN TERM 4 - ROAD READY
Road Ready will be taught over three days during week eight, term 4 (Mon, Tues, 
Wed). On successful completion (attendance, coursework and the Online test) 
students can then apply for their Learner’s License. Please note, students who are 

residents of NSW, are not required to complete the Road Read Course.

Early next term all Year Ten students will be again invited to apply to participate in completing the course via 
email. There will no cost involved for participation in the course. The course will take place at school during 
normal school hours. However, please read the permission note carefully in reference to any costs to be 
incurred after the course due to not passing the online test or printing of addition certificates due to loss.

Only 75 places are available, so participation is on a ‘first come, first serve basis’. Each application is time 
stamped once submitted. Successful students will be invited to add the Road Ready Google Classroom to 
their classroom folder. Once they have added the class to their folder they will find a permission note.  All 
notes must be returned to their Road Ready teacher by the end of week five, Friday Nov 16.  All students 
must complete all three days to meet the course participation  requirements (this is a requirement as set out 
by Road Users Group ACT)
If you have any questions please email me: Jeffery.mansfield@ed.act.edu.au or via phone: 61420700.
 
Jeff Mansfield
RR Coordinator
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FLORIADE EXCURSION
MUSIC – BAND - PHOTOGRAPHY

On Friday of week 9 a large group of students enjoyed a beautiful 
Canberra spring day out at Floriade. The Floriade excursion has been 
an annual event at Melrose for many years, with the Melrose Concert 
Band usually going out to perform for the crowds, but this year saw 
the excursion grow in size and scope. We managed to secure 2 
performance time slots on two different stages which allowed us to bring 
students from the year 9 and 10 music classes to perform as well as 
the band. Students from the Photography elective classes also came 
along, taking advantage of the interesting scenery to complete a range 
of photographic exercises set up by Ms Kelaher.
The year 9 and 10 music students performed first on the Main Village 
Vista Stage, which was a smaller stage set up close to the Regatta 
Point entry. These students performed a variety of music over a 1 hour 
program, which included both covers and original music. The Concert 
Band, which now boasts over 60 members, performed on Stage 88 later 
in the afternoon. Their program spanned 45 minutes and featured a 
range of pieces spanning styles from Jazz to Rock.
All up, nearly 90 students were 
involved in this excursion, and 
all were great ambassadors for 
our school. A big thank you to 
Ms Newton, Ms Kelaher and Ms 
Brickhill for their help in making this 
event happen.
Mr Sciberras
Music Teacher

MANDARIN   AWARDS
Each year the Australia-China Friendship Society 
(ACFS) offers school awards to the best Mandarin 
language student and the most improved Mandarin 
language student.
Best Student - Bethany Bernardo
Most improved student - Rebecca Eichner

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
 AMBER HESLOP

On the weekend 
Amber competed 
in Taekwondo 
National 
Championships in 
Bendigo
She won her 
division and is now 
National Champion.
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Canberra’s only astronomical 
teaching telescope for students in 

Year 9 to 12 
 
MSATT is a robotic telescope suite at 
Mount Stromlo Observatory designed 
for student-centred research projects 
in astronomy.  
No experience with astronomy or 
telescopes is necessary for students to 
operate the instrument, and any 
student from the ACT region is 
welcome to apply for telescope time.  

Students and groups wishing to visit 
MSATT or undertake projects in 2019 

should contact: 
Geoff McNamara AM 
Manager, MSATT 
Phone/text 0 44 99 66 200 
geoffrey.mcnamara@ed.act.edu.au  
msatt.teamapp.com  
 

There is no cost involved for any 
MSATT activities. 
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WE SURVIVED
On freezing Monday night last week, 24 Outdoor Ed students 
from Year 9 put themselves to the test. Heading out into the 
Talaganda State Forrest they were split into three teams and 
put through a series of challenges in order to earn items to help 
them survive the night. Once their tasks were complete they set 
off into the bush to build shelters to make their stay a bit more 
comfortable. 

While it was a tough night everyone made it through unscathed 
and once they’d been home, eaten a big feed and slept for longer 
than I thought possible, most reflected that it was a once in a 
lifetime experience that they were proud to have undertaken. 

Thanks to Mrs McAlister and ACE students Alexander Lawton 
and Mason Thornton for their help and congratulations to all 
those that pushed their limits and came out smiling.
 
Mr Lukins

ACT ATHLETICS RESULTS
On Tuesday 25 September, eight students from Melrose High School competed in 
the ACT Secondary Schools Athletics Carnival at the AIS. The weather was perfect 
for many outstanding performances and personal best. Daniel Bartholomaeus set 
the ACT Schools record in winning the 15 Year Boys Triple Jump with a jump of 
12.83m! Well done to our students who competed and here are their results: 

• Caitlin McAuliffe 13 Year Girls 4th high jump, 4th triple jump, 7th 100m, 6th 
200m and 5th long jump

• Sarah Matthews 13 Year Girls 8th long jump
• Shani Somenek-Watson 13 Year Girls 12th 800m, 12th 1500m
• Nathaniel Bernardo 14 Year Boys 2nd 100m, 7th 200m
• Hamish Hunter 15 Year Boys 6th 800m, 4th 1500m
• Daniel Bartholomaeus 15 Year Boys 1st triple jump, 2nd long jump
• Bailey Clarke 16 Year Boys 3rd 100m
• Josh Bilski 16 Year Boys 5th 400m, 4th 800m

ACT SOCCER FINALS
On 14 September at Mawson playing fields the ACT Secondary Schools 
Soccer finals were held. Melrose had 3 teams that made the finals with 
our Year 7/8 boys, 9/10 girls, and our 9/10 boys. 
All the teams played exceptionally well on the day with the Year 9/10 
girls and 9/10 boys progressing to the semi-finals but unfortunately just 
coming up short and missing the finals. The Year 9/10 boys were the 
Southside Champions for 2018. 
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BAND FESTIVAL
On Wednesday of week 8, 54 students from the Melrose Concert Band participated in the ACT School Band 
Festival, run by the Instrumental Music Program. The Festival was held at the Canberra School of Music at 
ANU and saw the band perform for an adjudicator. Their performance was recorded, and afterwards they 
participated in a workshop with the adjudicator where they got to work on some of the more technical aspects 
of their pieces.

Our adjudicator was Mr Paul Broomhead, who 
has worked with the band at school and on music 
camp during a placement at Melrose in 2016. He 
was very impressed with how the band has grown 
and developed over the last couple of years, and 
made particular comments in his feedback about 
the group’s balance and their ability to bring out 
the different tone colours of their pieces, which is a 
difficult thing to do with such a large group. 

A big thank you to Miss Sedlacek for coming along to 
assist with this excursion.
Mr Sciberras
Music Teacher

INDONESIAN IDOL CONCERT
On 15 August, we were very proud to host the Canberra leg of the “Michael J School 
Concerts in Oz 2018” tour in the Malcolm Barlow Hall. Over 350 students from 
the Canberra region attended the concert; 100 of those were students currently 
studying Indonesian here at Melrose.

Michael and his guitarists (Toni and Deon) gave a spectacular performance. They 
performed 14 popular/contemporary songs in Indonesian, and then stayed for a 
“meet and greet” session after the concert. Students were able to take photos, 

have merchandise signed and, most 
importantly, practise their Indonesian 
skills. Toni, Deon and Michael were 
very generous with their time, and have continued to interact 
with students via their social media pages since the concert. 
Students have learned so much Indonesian in the process.

I would particularly like to commend all of the Melrose students 
who attended. They sang, danced, cheered and participated in 
such an enthusiastic manner. To have a room full of Australian 
teenagers singing their hearts out in Indonesian, was a truly 
special thing to see! I would also like to thank Mr Sciberras 

and the Backstage Crew for their expertise in providing all of the sound and lighting – it made for an amazing 
concert. A special day that will be remembered for a very long time! 
Ibu Battaglini
Indonesian Teacher
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PIERRE DE COUBERTIN AWARD WINNER
Congratulations to Josh Bilski for being chosen as the Pierre De Coubertin award winner 
for 2018 from Melrose High School. This year Josh has participated in all three of our 
major sporting carnivals which included Swimming, Cross Country, and Athletics as well 
as representing the school at the Schools Mountain Biking Championships. 

Congratulations Josh!

CAKES MADE BY 
THE 

BRILLIANT BAKING 
CLASS 

FOR THEIR MAJOR 
ASSIGNMENT
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littleathletics.com.au

How to get started 
in Little Athletics

OFF THE 
BEATEN 
TRACK

BE ON STAGE AND FILM A TV SCENE!
You would have seen Bardiya on the hit Disney show ‘As the Bell Rings,’ and also the hit tv show ‘In Your 
Dreams’. Recently he had leading roles in ATYP’s ‘Spring Awakening’ and National Theatres ‘The Incredible 
Here and Now.’ He will rock your acting socks off.

• Develop confidence being on stage and on camera
• Learn to improvise and create a character
• Work on a play to perform to an audience on the final day
• Learn a TV script and get it filmed to take home
• And most importantly have fun!

Dates: 10th, 11th, 12th October 2018
Time:   10.00am - 4.00pm
Venue: CGGS, Deakin Avenue, Canberra
Cost: $395 (Payment plan available for those 
 in financial hardship)
Age:      10 - 16 years

For bookings 
and enquiries contact

 olivia@offthebeatentrack.biz

Bardiya McKinnon
Disney TV Star!

EARLY BIRD 
SPECIAL 
$345 

by 17th September

All 2018 participants are in the running for the Olivia Simone scholarship: includes private coaching, 
personal advice and showreel seen by local and overseas agents and casting agent.


