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PRINCIPALS MESSAGE
Next week will mark the halfway point of Term 2, 2022. As usual, the year seems to be moving quickly and
our students are busy with assessment items as we enter the reporting process for Semester 1.
It is with great sadness that this week we say goodbye to Shannon Carnovale. Shannon has been at Melrose
High School for the past 9 years and has impacted our students, staff and community in so many positive
ways. Shannon has been a driving force for many of the programs at Melrose High School, such as Big
Picture, Virtual Learning Academy and the FLIP program. We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Shannon for her many years of service, her professionalism, support and leadership over her time at Melrose
High School. Shannon is taking an opportunity at Melba Secondary College and we wish her the best in her
new endeavour.
We would also like to welcome Diana Whymark to the Melrose High School Community. Diana was the
successful applicant for the Melrose High School Principal and has joined us from Erindale College this week.

Introducing Diana

I have been Principal of Erindale College since the beginning of 2021.
Before that I was at Amaroo School in Gungahlin where I was Principal
of the Secondary Sector. I have many years teaching in ACT schools and
started my teaching career teaching Science at Wanniassa High School.
I left Wanniassa School as an Executive Teacher and moved to Lyneham
High School as Executive Teacher in Science and then to Belconnen High as
Deputy Principal. I have also held short-term Principal positions at Hawker
College, Lanyon High School and Mount Stromlo High. My own children,
who are in their twenties now, attended Melrose High School and I look
forward to working with our current and future students and their families.
TRANSITION ACTIVITIES
Term 2 is the beginning of a very busy transition period and we have supported multiple events for our
prospective Year 6 students already, these include:
• Year 6 Come and Try Days: Over 250 prospective Year 6 students attended our Come and Try Days. This
event was held over two consecutive days and students participated in a range of learning activities from
each faculty. Our Student Leaders were excellent ambassadors for the two days and did a fantastic job.
A special thank you to the many Melrose teachers who ran activities on the very busy days.
• Information Night: We held our Information Night on Thursday Week 4 and for the first time, this was done
virtually. If you missed the opportunity to join in, please visit our website for the recording.
• Thinking Carnival (scheduled for 27 June 2022): Year 6 students from Farrer, Torrens and Mawson
Primary Schools use the Solution Fluency to answer the question “How do we learn”. This event is being
coordinated by Joe Lloyd and we look forward to this event.
Enrolment applications for Term 1, 2023 are open and must be submitted online at: https://form.act.gov.au/
smartforms/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=1087. All ACT children are guaranteed a place in an ACT
Public School, from preschool to college. Information about the enrolment process, assessment criteria and
priority enrolment area can be found at: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/enrolling-in-apublic-school.
Diana Whymark
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Calendar Updates
The most recent version of the Melrose Calendar can be found on the Website
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
Contact details
The school relies on having the most up to date contact details for families to ensure we are able to
communicate efficiently with you regarding the wellbeing of your child. If you have made any changes to your
address, phone numbers and email address in recent months please contact the Front Office on 6142 0700
or email frontoffice@melrosehs.act.edu.au
Sick Bay
If students are unwell they must go to Sick Bay, with a note from their teacher. The Front Office staff will
contact parents/carers if needed. The students are NOT to contact parents themselves and then go home.
If your child contacts you asking if they can go home sick, ask them to get a note from their teacher to go to
Sick Bay and the Front Office staff will then contact you. Thank you in advance for your support.
Student absences
If your student is absent, due to illness or leave, or needs to attend an appointment during the day, please
either phone the Rolls Office on 6142 0703 and leave a message or email the Rolls Office at rollsoffice@
melrosehs.act.edu.au. Please remember to include the student’s full name, roll group and time and reason
for absence (ie. sick, late or on leave) as well as your contact details.
Online Canteen ordering
Register now. Go to http://www.flexischools.com.au
Lunches can be ordered online up to 9:30 am on the day they are required.
Lockers
Lockers are available to students at a cost of $30 per year. Students wanting to hire a locker will need to
provide a lock with a shaft between 6-8mm. Key or combination locks are acceptable. Students need to
bring their lock, payment and the spare key or the combination to the Finance Office before a locker will be
allocated. Students can come to the Finance Office before school, at recess or the first half of lunch time.
FINANCE
In an attempt to ensure security around payment of monies to the school for camps, excursions, programs
and voluntary contributions, we would like to encourage payments to be made via Quickweb, the secure
online payment portal.
Below is an explanation of the payment options available.
1. Online payments are the preferred method of payment. Payments are made via the School Website to a
secure Westpac Bank site, called “Quickweb” http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au/payment
2. Instructions can be found on the Payments TAB simply complete the fields with as much detail as possible,
including the Fee Code which will be advised on the notes requesting payments.
3. All payments can be made using Quickweb, using a debit or credit card. Westpac will provide you with a
receipt which you can email to melrose.finance@ed.act.edu.au
4. Payments can still be made in person at the Front Office with cash, cheque, EFTPOS, or a deposit direct
into the Melrose High School Bank account BSB 032777, Account - 001658. If paying by direct deposit
an email to the school financial section would be appreciated at melrose.finance@ed.act.edu.au
For all payments, please ensure you include:
• Student Key ; Family Key ; Fee Code
For any enquiries regarding payments please contact the Finance Officer on 6142 0704.
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au

Marr St, Pearce ACT 2607
P: 6142 0700
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DRAMA

NEWS FROM ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY

Year 8 Drama are exploring the world of reportage, researching the structure of a news report while exploring
creative ways to represent information through performance. They are currently reimagining nursery rhyme
characters in the context of a live news report.
9/10 Drama and ACE Drama have been working hard this term devising performances for Entertainment
Night. In Week 3, groups finished writing their scripts and now they’re jumping into rehearsals. Both classes
are exploring horror parodies. Excitement is building in anticipation for Thursday evening in Week 6 (June 2)
when they will perform alongside other acts from music and dance.

DANCE

Year 8 Dance are currently rehearsing a Hip Hop
dance performance for the Assembly in Week 5.
Students have been collaborating in small groups
and then in the larger class group to create a dance
performance piece. The piece is progressing well
in rehearsals with many students working hard to
make it come together.
The Year 9/10 + ACE Dance are currently
working with Leena Wall from Fresh Funk and
Charlie from Subsdance to produce two pieces
for Entertainment Night. Students are enjoying
rehearsals and the challenge of learning new
choreography.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography students are currently learning
new photo editing techniques for their creative
skills unit. They are also planning ideas based
on this year’s Reconciliation Week theme:
Be Brave, Make Change.

MUSIC

Students have given some amazing performances this
semester. The music program in each year has three focus
areas:
Aural: Developing the ability to analyse music through
listening
Theory: Understanding how to write and understand music.
Practical: Learning a new instrument or developing their skills
on their chosen instrument. Challenging beginners to advance
and giving instant feedback which includes various ways to
improve and acknowledge areas they are excelling.
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY
In Healthy Cooking class, Year 7 students have been
working on adapting recipes, producing healthy dishes
and evaluating the process. They have started their
Home Cooking assignment and are exploring the
nutrient analysis and costing for the documentation of the
assignment. In Week 4 students will work in groups and
design, promote, produce, label and package muffins.
In Week 5 they will produce a healthy lunchbox for
themselves.

In Cultural Cuisine and Delicious Desserts classes, Year 9/10 students are working on their Design Portfolios
and practical tasks as planned. During Weeks 4 and 5 they will be producing dishes of their choice.

In Pizza Pasta Pastry classes, Year 8
students are working on their Design
Portfolio. Currently they are exploring
pastry designs and have produced mini
meat pies and Bakewell tarts. Students will
be producing their own pizza and pastry
designs in Weeks 4 and 5.

P.Naidu - Food Technology

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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METAL DESIGN

Year 9 and 10 Metal Design students have starting welding, last term they each made decorative toolboxes, a
set of soft jaws and a ring from a one penny coin. This term they are continuing to work on their independent
projects. The Year 8 Metal class have started using the plasma cutter to finish their wall accents. Last term
Year 8 made multitools and soft jaws. Year 7 Design Workshop are working on their drip tray and planter box
projects. All students are working well, and the workshop is buzzing with energy.

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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VISUAL ART
Year 7 Visual Art
Year 7 have been researching Ghost net art made
by artists from Erub Island in the Torres Strait. Ghost
nets are fishing equipment that have been discarded
or cut loose by boats in the ocean. Artists on Erub
Island have collected these nets and created
sculptures to raise awareness of the issue. Year
7 students planned and made their own animal
sculptures using recycled materials.

Year 9/10 Painting and Drawing
Painting and Drawing students have been refining their drawing skills, applying their knowledge of tone,
shading and proportion to make still life drawings. This class loves character drawing so this term we had a
character drawing challenge where students drew themselves in the style of well-known animation styles.
From here we will be embarking on a self-directed painting project.

Year 9/10 Sculpture
Sculpture students gained skills in clay hand building techniques and this term are experimenting with various
sculpture materials and techniques including applique (hand stitching/embroidery) before beginning their
self-directed project.

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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ACE Art
Last term ACE built their understanding of historical art movements and made an original artwork using
the techniques of their chosen era or movement. This term they are exploring sculpture techniques and
experimenting with a range of materials before starting a self-directed major work.

History Competition 2022
As part of the ACE HaSS course this year, students will participate in the Australian History Competition
2022. This is a national competition testing students’ general knowledge and source-based skills, with all
students earning merit awards and National Champions awarded a $250 prize.
In 2021, ACE HaSS student, Josh Ford was ACT Champion! Congratulations Josh!

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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NEWS FROM PE
Melrose High School would like to take the opportunity in congratulating
Jack Turner who has been successful in his selection for the 2022 Under
15s ACT Rugby League Schoolboys side. Jack and the team will be
travelling to Brisbane in July to compete in the Australian School Boys
Tournament.
Selection into this team is a great achievement and recognises the hard
work that Jack places into training and games. Well done, Jack!

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Term 2 started with the three-day Surf Camp excursion and the start
of our Down & Dirty, Caving unit. As with last year’s surf camp,
we went to Broulee Beach for surfing lessons and Narooma for
snorkelling. We had a bit of a slow start with a flat tyre on the trailer,
however, we arrived on time for the first of three surfing lessons.
The weather was sunny with light winds, and the surf was just
right for beginner surfers. Surf lessons started with a beach run
and warm-up stretches, followed by some clear instructions by Surf
The Bay instructors. Students and
staff were accommodated in cabins
at Ingenia Holiday Park, Broulee.
After settling in, we had lunch and
then off to an afternoon stand-up
paddle boarding session at the
river inlet at Tomakin. As conditions
were light, we were able to try out
our new skills on small waves, with
many of us losing our balance,
however, I noticed that Meagan was the
only student not to fall off the board. Filip,
our quiet achiever, was blowing us away,
displaying good balance catching some
good traversing waves.
After a fun day we went back to prepare
our dinner. After dinner we had a beach walk with some spotlight games
and circle reflection time. The next day we went to Narooma to snorkel
the inlet. It was great drifting in with the tide looking at eels, seals & sting
rays. We returned to Broulee for lunch, then off for an explore of Broulee
Island before an afternoon surf lesson. The second surf lesson saw many
of the students being able to stand-up on their boards, and again Filip
progressed his skills to using a smaller board. Asha and Koby caught
some good green waves, I could see that the instructors liked working with
the students to progress their skills.
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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We were up at first light for our last surf lesson. We had calm conditions with
occasional sets of waves, which suited the group. We had time to just sit on the
boards in the morning sun in gratitude to be in such a beautiful environment.
Back at school we have been working on our roping skills for caving. Students
have been completing theory work on cave environments, caving equipment
and abseiling skills, as well as practical skills training for abseiling. We are
planning two caving trips to Wee Jasper caves from 28 June to 1 July (Week
10).

To see our students in action click the link to watch a short video.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z-fnl0MrT8l93DJMh1KQ3KbdydjKC13U/view?usp=sharing
Well bye for now, and remember that the outdoor environment has more to offer you than the cyber world.

NEWS FROM SCIENCE

Year 9/10 LAP Science

In year 9/10 LAP Science, students have been learning about
energy transfer through different systems. They worked together
to create a wave machine to investigate how energy transfers
through waves.

Year 7 Science

One of our big focuses in science is using
metalanguage. Students in year 7 have been
exploring how they can use scientific terms
when communicating their ideas. This is some
of the amazing work they have created with
their peers.

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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Semester 1 Student Reports

With the middle of the school year fast approaching our teachers will soon be preparing student reports for
semester 1. This semester, as per the Directorates instructions, we will be providing students with an overall
A-E grade, and an assessment of achievement standard statements on a 5-point scale (A-E).
While semester 1 reports won’t include detailed teacher comments, parents are encouraged to speak directly
with their child’s teacher(s) if they have any questions or concerns about their progress. Our teachers will
also continue to communicate directly with you when there are any concerns about student learning or other
classroom updates.

2022 Young Citizen of the Year award nominations now open

The search for 2022’s Young Canberra Citizen of the Year is now on! Do you know a young person who:
•
volunteers quietly a few times a week and has done so for years?
•
gives back to the community by supporting their fellow young people?
•
has overcome adversity to achieve something amazing?
•
is an artistic, musical, theatre or dance genius?
•
works hard on sustainability practices or environmental causes?
•
has worked in a group on a program or service that led to good things for young people?
With 7 categories, there’s no shortage of opportunities to recognise an amazing young person you know.
Nominate them before 1 July! For more information and to nominate, go to Young Canberra Citizen of the
Year Award.
Contact Youth InterACT Team on 02 620 53064 or youthinteract@act.gov.au.

YEAR 7 REPORT
Year 7 students diligently sat their NAPLAN tests last week and did themselves and Melrose High School
proud. The tests allow students, teachers and administrators valuable feedback about literacy and numeracy
levels. We remind students that it is a snapshot test from on one day of the year and certainly not something
to reflect too deeply about. Teachers appreciated the exhausting nature of the testing and could see the tired
bodies and brains by the end of the week.
Students are now turning their attention to the business end of their first high school semester. Assignment
and test season is coming up so it’s a good idea to check due dates and calendars for the work that is due.
It’s a good moment to remember our year group motto, “We do our personal best”.
Well done Year 7 and remember to finish strong.

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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Recycling at Melrose

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT

This year Melrose has taken a whole school approach to sorting the playground recycling bins before they
are sent to the Materials Recovery Facilities (MRF) in Hume. They are sorted to remove contamination items
that cannot be recycled at the MRF (food scraps, soft plastics, bottles with liquid, tissues, disposable cutlery
and face masks). So far, six Year 8 classes have sorted the recycling with much enthusiasm from students,
who have done a fantastic job despite the gross factor of some bins! Currently contamination items account
for 35% of what the students are sorting (soft plastic alone is 18%), if we #RecycleRight this would be greatly
reduced! To end on a good note, over 2200 items have been recycled so far, what a great achievement
by stopping these items from being sent to landfill!

Drop-off point for Lids4Kids

Lids4Kids Australia is a 100% volunteer-based project
founded in May 2019 by Tim Miller, a Canberran full-time house
Dad. When Tim enquired where to drop off his thousands of
plastic bottle lids, the ACT Government advised him plastic
smaller than a credit card cannot be recycled. Tim wanted
to find an alternative, so Lids4Kids was created to rescue
plastic bottle lids from landfill. Lids4Kids partners with social
enterprises who repurpose them into sustainable recycled
plastic products. If you would like to contribute, please
make sure eligible lids are CLEAN and DRY before they
are dropped off at the front office in the labelled bucket.
Thank you for helping to reduce our collective impact on
the environment through repurposing!

Op-Shop ‘REVAMPED’ re-opening

The newly recruited Melrose Sustainability Crew students will reopen the op-shop on Wednesday 25 May 2022 during lunchtime
in the Science block. It is an ongoing community partnership
with Koomarri, who kindly donate the items and the proceeds
from the sales are given back, allowing them to support people
with disabilities in the community. It allows students to be more
conscious of their clothing choices and understand the negative
impacts of fast fashion on the environment and wider society.
Formal dresses and suits are priced $5 to $10, casual wear,
shoes and accessories range from $1 to $5. To date, we
have raised $665 for the not-for-profit organisation, such an
amazing achievement!
http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au

Marr St, Pearce ACT 2607
P: 6142 0700

11

If your child is interested in joining the Sustainability Crew at Melrose, we meet weekly on Monday during
lunchtime. They can help by making PowerPoints for assembly on the sustainability efforts and events
happening at Melrose, giving the presentation at assembly, using data collected from the yellow bin recycling
to make graphs/tables, sorting bottle lids for the LIDS4KIDS initiative, starting a soft plastics collection or
Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) collection. If any of these activities are of interest to your child, please get
them to come to S04 during lunchtime on Mondays.

http://www.melrosehs.act.edu.au
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